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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS RECOGNISES THAT WELFARE OF THE CHILD IS PARAMOUNT AND WILL ADOPT
GUIDANCE GIVEN BY RELEVANT AUTHORITIES. ALL ORGANISATIONS WORKING WITH CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE
A SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY IN LINE WITH HOME OFFICE ‘SAFE FROM HARM’
GUIDELINES (1993) AND ENSHRINING THE PRINCIPLES OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 1998. ‘WORKING
TOGETHER TO SAFEGUARD CHILDREN’, PUBLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT IN 1999 REINFORCES THIS

(PARAGRAPH 6.13).

1.2. THE NEED FOR STANDARDS WITHIN ORGANISATIONS WAS ORIGINALLY IDENTIFIED IN THE 2000
NATIONAL ACTION PLAN FOR CHILD PROTECTION IN SPORT. INITIAL WORK WAS CARRIED OUT BY SPORT
ENGLAND GOVERNING BODY SERVICES, INCLUDING CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDER GROUPS. THIS WORK
WAS THEN TAKEN FORWARD AND BUILT ON BY THE SPORT TAsSK FORCE ON POLICY AND STANDARDS,
CO-ORDINATED BY THE OCHILD PROTECTION IN SpPORT UNIT (C.P.S.U.). THE OC.S.P.U. PRODUCED
‘STANDARDS FOR SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN IN SPORT, WHICH PROVIDE A NATIONAL
BENCHMARK OF GOOD PRACTICE FOR SPORTS ORGANISATIONS TO WORK TOWARDS. THEIR IMPLEMENTATION
BY AN ORGANISATION HELPS RAISE AWARENESS AMONG STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS AND MINIMISE AVOIDABLE
RISKS. WHEN THE STANDARDS ARE FULLY IMPLEMENTED, THIS IS LIKELY TO INCREASE CONFIDENGCE AMONG

PARENTS AND CARERS ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S SAFETY.

1.3. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORTS THE STANDARDS AND RECOGNISES THE AREAS
FOR DEVELOPMENT AS PoOLICY, PROCEDURES AND SYSTEMS, PREVENTION, CODES OF CONDUCT, EQUALITY,
COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION & TRAINING, ACCESS TO ADVICE AND SUPPORT, IMPLEMENTATION AND

MONITORING.

1.4. ANY REFERENCE TO STAFF WILL INCLUDE A COACH, ASSISTANT COACH, ADMINISTRATOR WHETHER PAID

OR OTHERWISE.

1.5. WE RECOMMEND ALL ORGANISATIONS AFFILIATED TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS ADOPT THIS POLICY IN

ORDER TO IMPLEMENT THE INFORMATION AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY.

1.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

2. POLICY STATEMENT

2.1. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS RECOGNISES THE IMPORTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTEGCT AND
SAFEGUARD THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE ENTRUSTED INTO ITS CARE. ALL CHILDREN,
WHATEVER THEIR AGE, CULTURE, DISABILITY, GENDER, LANGUAGE, RACIAL ORIGIN, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND/OR
SEXUAL IDENTITY HAVE THE RIGHT TO PROTECTION FROM ABUSE AND THE NEEDS OF DISABLED CHILDREN

AND OTHERS WHO MAY BE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.

2.2. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL ENSURE THE SAFETY AND PROTECTION OF ALL CHILDREN INVOLVED IN
MARTIAL ARTS THROUGH ADHERENCE TO SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION GUIDELINES.

2.3. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS IS COMMITTED TO: -

VALUING, LISTENING TO AND RESPECTING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AS WELL AS PROMOTING THEIR
WELFARE AND PROTECTION.

SAFE RECRUITMENT, SUPERVISION AND TRAINING FOR ALL THE WORKERS.

ADOPTING A PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH CONCERNS ABOUT POSSIBLE ABUSE.

2.4. ALL SUSPICIONS AND ALLEGATIONS OF ABUSE WILL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY AND RESPONDED TO SWIFTLY

AND APPROPRIATELY.

2.5. ALL STAFF WORKING WITHIN VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO REPORT CONCERNS

TO THE SAFEGUARDING LEAD/DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING LEAD.

2.6. STAFF REQRUIRE PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AS THEY ARE NOT TRAINED TO DEAL WITH SITUATIONS OF

ABUSE, OR TO DECIDE IF ABUSE HAS OCCURRED.

2.7. A CHILD IS DEFINED AS A PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF 18 (THE CHILDREN ACT 1989).

3. POLICY AIMS

3.1. THE AIM OF THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY IS TO

PROMOTE GOOD PRACTICE: -

PROVIDING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH APPROPRIATE SAFETY AND PROTECTION WHILST IN THE
CARE OF ITS COACHES. ENCOURAGE A CHILD TO SPEAK FREELY IF YOU SUSPECT A VULNERABILITY.

ALLOW ALL STAFF TO MAKE INFORMED AND CONFIDENT RESPONSES TO SPECIFIC CHILD PROTECTION
ISSUES.

PROMOTING GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVES FOR CoOVID-19 PROCEDURES (REFER TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS
RISK ASSESSMENT AND CoOVID-19 DoOJo GUIDELINES FOR EACH RESPECTIVE CLUB).

CopE OoF CONDUCT FOR STUDENTS, PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND COACHES.

ANTI-BULLYING.

2.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

4. PROMOTING GOOD PRACTICE

4.1. THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL APPOINT A SAFEGUARDING LEAD AND DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING
WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS POLICY AND GUIDELINES, ENSURING THAT THEY ARE UP
TO DATE. THE SAFEGUARDING LEADS WILL HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADHERENCE TO AND IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE POLICY AND GUIDELINES, AS WELL AS OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES OUTLINED IN THIS POLICY.

THE DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD WHO WILL TAKE THE LEAD FOR SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD
PROTECTION ISSUES IS: -

* MR REECE SUTTON PHILLIPS

THE DESIGNATED DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING LEAD IS: -

* MR STEVE MASCARENHAS

4.2. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS AND EACH AFFILIATED ORGANISATION WILL NOMINATE THEIR OWN
SAFEGUARDING LEAD AND/OR DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING LEAD WITH SIMILAR LOCAL RESPONSIBILITIES

PERTINENT TO THEIR OWN ORGANISATION.

4.3. CHILD ABUSE, PARTICULARLY SEXUAL ABUSE, CAN CAUSE STRONG EMOTIONS IN THOSE FACING SUCH A
SITUATION. TO UNDERSTAND THESE FEELINGS IS IMPORTANT, WHILST NOT ALLOWING THEM TO INTERFERE

WITH YOUR JUDGEMENT FOR THE APPROPRIATE ACTION.

4.4. ABUSE CAN OCCUR WITHIN MANY SITUATIONS INCLUDING THE HOME, SCHOOL AND SPORTING

ENVIRONMENTS.

4.5. SOME INDIVIDUALS WILL ACTIVELY SEEK EMPLOYMENT OR VOLUNTARY WORK WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN
ORDER TO HARM THEM. STAFF WILL HAVE REGULAR CONTACT WITH YOUNG PEOPLE AND BE AN IMPORTANT

LINK IN IDENTIFYING CASES WHERE THEY NEED PROTECTION.

4.6. ALL CASES OF SUSPECTED POOR PRACTICE SHOULD BE REPORTED FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES IN THIS

DOCUMENT.

4.7. WHEN A CHILD ENTERS THE CLUB HAVING BEEN SUBJECTED TO CHILD ABUSE OUTSIDE THE SPORTING
ENVIRONMENT, VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS CAN PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN IMPROVING THE CHILD’S
SELF-ESTEEM. IN SUCH INSTANCES, THE CLUB MUST WORK WITH THE APPROPRIATE AGENCIES TO ENSURE
THE CHILD RECEIVES THE RERUIRED SUPPORT. ALL INFORMATION WILL BE SAFEGUARDED USING A

CONFIDENTIAL FILE LOCKED IN A SECURE UNIT.

3.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

5. GOOD PRACTICE GUIDELINES

5.1. STAFF SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO DEMONSTRATE EXEMPLARY BEHAVIOUR IN ORDER TO PROTECT
THEMSELVES FROM FALSE ALLEGATIONS. THE FOLLOWING ARE COMMON SENSE EXAMPLES OF HOW TO

CREATE A POSITIVE CULTURE AND CLIMATE.

5.2. GOOD PRACTICE MEANS: -

ALWAYS WORKING IN AN OPEN ENVIRONMENT (E.G. AVOIDING PRIVATE OR UNOBSERVED SITUATIONS AND
ENCOURAGING OPEN COMMUNICATION WITH NO SECRETS).

TREATING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE/DISABLED ADULTS EQUALLY, WITH RESPECT AND DIGNITY.

ALWAYS PUTTING THE WELFARE OF EACH YOUNG PERSON FIRST, BEFORE WINNING OR ACHIEVING GOALS.
MAINTAINING A SAFE AND APPROPRIATE DISTANCE WITH STUDENTS (E.G. IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR
STAFF TO HAVE AN INTIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH A CHILD OR SHARE A ROOM WITH THEM).

BUILDING BALANCED RELATIONSHIPS BASED ON MUTUAL TRUST WHICH EMPOWERS CHILDREN TO SHARE
IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

MAKING MARTIAL ARTS FUN, ENJOYABLE AND PROMOTING FAIR PLAY.

ENSURING THAT IF ANY FORM OF MANUAL/PHYSICAL SUPPORT IS RERUIRED, IT SHOULD BE PROVIDED
OPENLY AND ACCORDING TO GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE COACHING PROGRAMME. CARE IS NEEDED, AS
THERE CAN BE DIFFICULTY IN MAINTAINING HAND POSITIONS WHEN THE CHILD IS CONSTANTLY MOVING.
YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD ALWAYS BE CONSULTED AND THEIR AGREEMENT GAINED. SOME
PARENTS/GUARDIANS ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY SENSITIVE ABOUT MANUAL SUPPORT AND THEIR
VIEWS SHOULD ALWAYS BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED.

KEEPING UP TO DATE WITH TECHNICAL SKILLS, QUALIFICATIONS AND INSURANCE WITHIN VALOR COMBAT
SYSTEMS.

INVOLVING PARENTS/GUARDIANS/CARERS WHENEVER POSSIBLE. FOR EXAMPLE, ENCOURAGING THEM TO
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR CHILDREN IN THE CHANGING ROOMS. |IF GROUPS HAVE TO BE
SUPERVISED IN THE CHANGING ROOMS, ALWAYS ENSURE PARENTS/GUARDIANS, TEACHERS, COACHES OR
OFFICIALS WORK IN PAIRS.

ENSURING THAT IF MIXED TEAMS ARE TAKEN AWAY, THEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE ACCOMPANIED BY A MALE
AND FEMALE MEMBER OF STAFF. HOWEVER, REMEMBER THE SAME GENDER ABUSE CAN ALSO OCCUR.
ENSURING THAT AT TOURNAMENTS OR RESIDENTIAL EVENTS, ADULTS SHOULD NOT ENTER CHILDREN’S
ROOMS OR INVITE CHILDREN INTO THEIR ROOMS.

BEING AN EXCELLENT ROLE MODEL - THIS INCLUDES NOT SMOKING OR DRINKING ALCOHOL IN THE
COMPANY OF YOUNG PEOPLE.

GIVING ENTHUSIASTIC AND CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK RATHER THAN NEGATIVE CRITICISM.

RECOGNISING THE DEVELOPMENT NEEDS AND CAPACITY OF YOUNG PEOPLE AND DISABLED ADULTS -
AVOIDING EXCESSIVE TRAINING OR COMPETITION AND NOT PUSHING THEM AGAINST THEIR WILL.
SECURING PARENTAL CONSENT IN WRITING TO ACT IN LOCO PARENTIS, IF THE NEED ARISES TO
ADMINISTER EMERGENCY FIRST AID AND/OR OTHER MEDICAL TREATMENT.

KEEPING A WRITTEN RECORD OF ANY INJURY THAT OCCURS, ALONG WITH THE DETAILS OF
TREATMENT GIVEN.

REQUESTING WRITTEN PARENTAL CONSENT, IF STAFF ARE REQRUIRED TO TRANSPORT YOUNG PEOPLE IN

THEIR CARS.

4.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

5.3. PRACTICES TO BE AVOIDED: -

THE FOLLOWING SHOULD BE AVOIDED EXCEPT IN EMERGENGCIES. |F CASES ARISE WHERE THESE
SITUATIONS ARE UNAVOIDABLE, THEY SHOULD BE WITH THE FULL KNOWLEDGE AND CONSENT OF SOMEONE
IN CHARGE IN THE CLUB OR THE CHILD’S PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S). FOR EXAMPLE, A CHILD SUSTAINS AN
INJURY AND NEEDS TO GO TO HOSPITAL, OR THEIR PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) FAIL TO ARRIVE TO PICK THEIR
CHILD UP AT THE END OF THE CLASS: -

¢ AVOID SPENDING EXCESSIVE AMOUNTS OF TIME ALONE WITH CHILDREN AWAY FROM OTHERS.

e AVOID TAKING OR DROPPING OFF A CHILD TO AN EVENT.

5.4. PRACTICES NEVER TO BE SANCTIONED: -

STAFF SHOULD NEVER: -

ENGAGE IN ROUGH, PHYSICAL OR SEXUALLY PROVOCATIVE GAMES, INCLUDING HORSEPLAY.

SHARE A ROOM WITH A CHILD.

ALLOW OR ENGAGE IN ANY FORM OF INAPPROPRIATE TOUCHING.

ALLOW CHILDREN TO USE INAPPROPRIATE LANGUAGE UNCHALLENGED.

MAKE SEXUALLY SUGGESTIVE COMMENTS TO A CHILD, EVEN IN FUN.

REDUCE A CHILD TO TEARS AS A FORM OF CONTROL.

ALLOW ALLEGATIONS MADE BY A CHILD TO GO UNCHALLENGED, UNRECORDED OR NOT ACTED UPON.
DO THINGS OF A PERSONAL NATURE FOR CHILDREN OR DISABLED ADULTS, WHICH THEY CAN DO
THEMSELVES.

INVITE OR ALLOW CHILDREN TO STAY WITH YOU AT YOUR HOME UNSUPERVISED.

5.5. N.B. SOMETIMES IT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR STAFF TO DO THINGS OF A PERSONAL NATURE FOR
CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY IF THEY ARE YOUNG OR DISABLED. THESE TASKS SHOULD ONLY BE CARRIED OUT
WITH THE FULL UNDERSTANDING AND CONSENT OF THE PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) AND THE STUDENT(S)
INVOLVED. THERE IS A NEED TO BE RESPONSIVE TO A PERSON’S REACTIONS. IF A PERSON IS FULLY
DEPENDENT ON A MEMBER OF STAFF, THEY SHOULD TALK WITH THEM ABOUT WHAT THEY ARE DOING AND
GIVE CHOICES WHERE POSSIBLE. THIS IS PARTICULARLY SO IF THERE IS ANY INVOLVEMENT IN ANY DRESSING
OR UNDRESSING OF OUTER CLOTHING, OR WHERE THERE IS PHYSICAL CONTACT, LIFTING OR ASSISTING A
CHILD TO CARRY OUT PARTICULAR ACTIVITIES. STAFF SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO TAKE ON

RESPONSIBILITY FOR TASKS FOR WHICH THEY ARE NOT APPROPRIATELY TRAINED.

5.6. INCIDENTS THAT MUST BE REPORTED/RECORDED: -

IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING OCCUR, STAFF SHOULD REPORT THIS IMMEDIATELY TO ANOTHER STAFF MEMBER
AND RECORD THE INCIDENT. THEY SHOULD ALSO ENSURE THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF THE CHILD ARE
INFORMED IF: -

THEY ACCIDENTALLY HURT A STUDENT.
THE STUDENT SEEMS DISTRESSED IN ANY MANNER.
THE STUDENT APPEARS TO BE SEXUALLY AROUSED BY THE ACTIONS OF A MEMBER OF STAFF.

A STUDENT MISUNDERSTANDS OR MISINTERPRETS SOMETHING THAT THE STAFF HAS DONE.

=
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

6. USE OF IMAGE RECORDING EQUIPMENT

6.1. A SENSIBLE POLICY IN RESPECT OF THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC AND RECORDING EQUIPMENT ENSURES
THAT THE NEEDS OF ALL PERSONS INVOLVED WITH THE CHILD ARE CATERED FOR. IT IS UNNECESSARY TO
PREVENT PARENTS FROM RECORDING IMAGES TO KEEP AS A MEMENTO OF THEIR CHILD’S ACHIEVEMENTS,

AS IT IS THE NEED TO PREVENT ORGANISATIONS FROM USING IMAGES FOR PROMOTION PURPOSES.

6.2. THERE HAVE BEEN CONCERNS ABOUT THE RISKS POSED DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY TO CHILDREN AND
YOUNG PEOPLE THROUGH THE USE OF SPORTS WEBSITES AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS. THE USE OF TODAY’S
MODERN DIGITAL CAMERAS, OFTEN WITH VIDEO, AND NOW THE NEW GENERATION OF MOBILE PHONES
PRESENT THE OPPORTUNITY FOR MISUSE. PHOTOGRAPHS CAN BE USED AS A MEANS OF IDENTIFYING
CHILDREN WHEN THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED WITH PERSONAL INFORMATION - THIS IS X WHO LIVES AT X IS A
MEMBER OF THE X CLUB AND WHO LIKES X BAND. THIS INFORMATION CAN MAKE A CHILD VULNERABLE TO AN
INDIVIDUAL WHO MAY WISH TO START TO ‘GROOM’ THE CHILD FOR ABUSE. SECONDLY, THE CONTENT OF THE

PHOTO COULD BE USED OR ADAPTED FOR INAPPROPRIATE USE.

6.3. THE CHILD PROTECTION IN SPORT UNIT HAS ISSUED ADVICE TO THE ORGANISERS OF SPORTING

EVENTS AND PRESENTATIONS.

6.4. TAKING NOTICE OF THIS ADVICE, VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS RECOMMENDS THAT THE USE OF RECORDING
EQUIPMENT IS ALLOWED ONLY WITH THE PERMISSION AND EACH ORGANISATION SHOULD HAVE A WRITTEN
PROCEDURE IN PLACE. PROSPECTIVE PHOTOGRAPHERS MUST OBTAIN PERMISSION PRIOR TO USING THEIR

CAMERA OR OTHER DEVICE TO TAKE PICTURES.

6.5. THERE SHOULD BE CLARITY THAT PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE RECORDING OF IMAGES OF ANY KIND IS ONLY

ALLOWED WITH WRITTEN AUTHORISATION.

6.6 THE PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING PERMISSION SHOULD BE WRITTEN DOWN ON A FORM AND RECORDED.

THE FORM DEVISED SHOULD CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING DETAILS! -

THE NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER OF THE PERSON USING THE CAMERA.

THE NAME(S) OF THE SUBJECT.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PHOTOGRAPHER AND SUBJECT.

THE REASON OR USE THAT THE IMAGES ARE BEING OR INTENDED TO BE PUT TO (FAMILY RECORD).
ASSIGNED DECLARATION THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IS VALID AND THAT THE IMAGES WILL ONLY BE
USED FOR THE REASONS GIVEN.

A SEQUENTIAL NUMBER TO ENABLE A DATE ORDER LOG TO BE KEPT.

6.7. INCORPORATED WITHIN THESE PROCEDURES SHOULD BE A LIST OF THOSE AREAS WHERE
PHOTOGRAPHIC AND RECORDING EQUIPMENT INCLUDING MOBILE PHONES IS FORBIDDEN UNDER ALL
CIRCUMSTANCES E.G. CHANGING AREAS INCLUDING - SWIMMING POOL, SPORTS FACILITIES, TEAM CHANGING
FACILITIES, HEALTH SUITE, SAUNA AREAS, SUNBED AREAS, FITNESS SUITE AND GYMS, TOILET AREAS,

AEROBIC/FITNESS CLASSES, EREEHE, PLAY SCHEME FACILITIES.
6.8. ONCE PERMISSION HAD BEEN GRANTED, IT MAY BE HELPFUL IF THE PERSON CONCERNED IS GIVEN A

DATED SIGNED CARD OR FORM OF APPROVAL THAT THEY CAN SHOW TO SUPERVISING STAFF WHEN

CHALLENGED.

6.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

6.9. PHOTOGRAPHS AND IMAGES OF CHILDREN USED FOR PROMOTING AND ADVERTISING

IMAGES SHOULD BE SUITABLE TO APPROPRIATELY REPRESENT THE MARTIAL ART, WITHOUT PUTTING
CHILDREN AT INCREASED RISK. WHEN ACCESSING THE POTENTIAL RISKS IN THE USE OF IMAGES OF
STUDENTS, THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IS THE POTENTIAL OF INAPPROPRIATE USE OF IMAGES OF

CHILDREN. PARENTAL SUPPORT FOR THIS POLICY IS ESSENTIAL.

6.10. To REDUCE THE RISK OF INAPPROFRIATE, UNSOLICITED ATTENTION FROM PEOFLE WITHIN AND OUTSIDE
OF VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS, IN LINE WITH CHILD PROTECTION IN SPORT UNIT ADVICE, RECOMMENDS! -

USE OF MODELS OR ILLUSTRATIONS FOR PROMOTING AN ACTIVITY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED.

AVOID THE USE OF THE FIRST NAME AND SURNAME OF INDIVIDUALS IN A PHOTOGRAPH.

IF THE STUDENT IS NAMED, AVOID USING THEIR PHOTOGRAPH.

IF A PHOTOGRAPH IS USED, AVOID NAMING THE STUDENT.

ASK FOR PARENTAL PERMISSION TO USE THEIR IMAGE. THIS ENSURES THAT THEY ARE AWARE OF THE WAY
THE IMAGE IS TO BE USED TO REPRESENT THE MARTIAL ART. A PARENTAL PERMISSION FORM IS ONE WAY
OF ACHIEVING THIS AND IS APPENDED.

ONLY USE IMAGES OF STUDENTS IN SUITABLE DRESS TO REDUCE THE RISK OF INAPPROPRIATE USE.
CREATE RECOGNISED PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING THE USE OF INAPPROPRIATE IMAGES TO REDUCE THE
RISK TO STUDENTS, ENSURING THE SAFEGUARDING LEAD AND THE SOCIAL SERVICES AND/OR THE

POLICE ARE INFORMED.

6.11. USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC FILMING EQUIPMENT AT SPORTING EVENTS

THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT SOME PEOPLE HAVE USED SPORTING EVENTS AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE

INAPPROPRIATE PHOTOGRAPHS OR FILM FOOTAGE OF YOUNG AND DISABLED SPORTSPEDOPLE.

6.12. IF PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS OR THE PRESS ARE INVITED TO AN ACTIVITY OR EVENT, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE CLEAR ABOUT YOUR EXPECTATIONS OF THEM, IN RELATION TO CHILD

PROTECTION: -

PROVIDE A CLEAR BRIEF ABOUT WHAT IS CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE IN TERMS OF CONTENT AND
BEHAVIOUR.

ISSUE THE PHOTOGRAPHER WITH IDENTIFICATION, WHICH MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES.

INFORM STUDENTS AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS THAT A PHOTOGRAPHER WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE AT AN
EVENT AND ENSURE THEY CONSENT TO BOTH THE TAKING AND PUBLICATION OF FILMS OR
PHOTOGRAPHS.

DO NOT ALLOW UNSUPERVISED ACCESS TO STUDENTS OR ONE TO ONE PHOTO SESSIONS AT EVENTS.

DO NOT APPROVE/ALLOW PHOTO SESSIONS OUTSIDE THE EVENTS OR AT A STUDENT’S HOME.

6.13. IF PARENTS/GUARDIANS/OTHER SPECTATORS ARE INTENDING TO RECORD IMAGES AT AN EVENT, THEY

SHOULD ALSO BE MADE AWARE OF YOUR EXPECTATIONS: -

SPECTATORS SHOULD BE ASKED TO REGISTER AT AN EVENT, IF THEY WISH TO USE PHOTOGRAPHIC
EQUIPMENT.

STUDENTS AND PARENTS/GUARDIANS SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT IF THEY HAVE CONCERNS THEY CAN
REPORT THESE TO THE ORGANISER.

CONCERNS REGARDING INAPPROPRIATE OR INTRUSIVE PHOTOGRAPHY SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE
EVENT ORGANISER OR OFFICIAL AND RECORDED IN THE SAME MANNER AS ANY OTHER CHILD PROTECTION

CONCERN.

7.
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

6.14. RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS

THERE SHOULD BE A GENERAL RERUIREMENT OF THE PERSON GIVEN APPROVAL, THAT SHOULD ANY
PARENT/GUARDIAN/STUDENT/STAFF COMPLAINS OR EXPRESSES CONCERN, THEY MUST RESPECT THE RIGHTS

OF OTHERS AND CEASE TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS.

6.15. VIGILANCE BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC

NO MATTER WHAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE PUT IN PLACE TO PREVENT THE USE OF CAMERAS, VIDEOS OR MOBILE
PHONES WITH DIGITAL IMAGE RECORDING, THE VERY NATURE OF ‘PEEPING TOM TYPE PHOTOGRAPHY’ MAKES
IT DIFFICULT TO DETECT. IN RECOGNITION OF THIS FACT STAFF SHOULD ASK THEIR USERS TO BE ALERT TO
ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY, PARTICULARLY WHERE CHILDREN MAY BE INVOLVED AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO
REPORT ANY SUCH INCIDENTS AT THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. THIS FORM OF VIGILANCE SHOULD BE

ENCOURAGED BY THE USE OF APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE.

6.16. CHILD PROTECTION PROCEDURES AND TRAINING

A FUNDAMENTAL RERUIREMENT, PARTICULARLY SIGNIFICANT WHERE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE ASKED TO
BE VIGILANT AND REPORT THEIR SUSPICIONS, IS TO ENSURE THAT CHILD PROTECTION PROCEDURES ARE IN
PLACE WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE TO THE SITUATION AND THAT ALL STAFF ARE TRAINED IN THESE

PROCEDURES AND KNOW HOW TO RESPOND.

6.17. RECORDED IMAGES AS A COACHING AID

THERE IS NO INTENTION TO PREVENT CLUB COACHES USING VIDEO EQUIPMENT AS A LEGITIMATE COACHING
AID. HOWEVER, STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) MUST CONSENT AND BE MADE AWARE THAT

THIS IS PART OF THE COACHING PROGRAMME AND SUCH RECORDINGS SHOULD BE STORED SAFELY.

7. RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

7.1. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS RECOGNISES THAT ANYONE MAY HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO ABUSE CHILDREN IN
SOME WAY AND THAT ALL REASONABLE STEPS ARE TAKEN TO ENSURE UNSUITABLE PEOPLE ARE

PREVENTED FROM WORKING WITH CHILDREN. PRE-SELECTION CHECKS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: -

ALL STAFF SHOULD COMPLETE AN APPLICATION FORM. THE APPLICATION FORM WILL ELICIT INFORMATION
ABOUT AN APPLICANT’S PAST AND A SELF-DISCLOSURE ABOUT ANY CRIMINAL RECORD.

CONSENT SHOULD BE OBTAINED FROM AN APPLICANT TO SEEK INFORMATION FROM THE
DISCLOSURE AND BARRING SERVICES (D.B.S.).

TWO CONFIDENTIAL REFERENCES, PREFERABLY INCLUDING ONE REGARDING PREVIOUS WORK WITH
CHILDREN. THESE REFERENCES MUST BE TAKEN UP AND CONFIRMED THROUGH TELEPHONE CONTACT.
EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY (PASSPORT OR DRIVING LICENCE WITH PHOTO)

7.2. UNDER THE REHABILITATION OF OFFENDERS ACT 1974 (R.0.A.), THERE ARE SOME EXCEPTIONS TO
THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE, WHEREBY SPENT CONVICTIONS ARE DECLARED. WHEN ASSESSING THE SUITABILITY
OF A PERSON FOR CERTAIN POSITIONS OF TRUST, AN EMPLOYER IS ENTITLED TO ASK A CANDIDATE TO
REVEAL DETAILS OF ALL CONVICTIONS, WHETHER SPENT OR NOT. THIS IN PART WILL HELP ENSURE THAT
CHILDREN AND OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS ARE PROTECTED FROM THOSE WHO MAY WISH TO DO THEM
HARM BY HELPING TO PREVENT SUCH PEOPLE FROM BEING APPOINTED TO POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY AND/OR

TRUST OVER THEM.

=8
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SAFEGUARDING AND PROTECTING CHILDREN POLICY

7.3. POSITIONS WHICH INVOLVE WORKING WITH CHILDREN FALL WITHIN AN R.O.A. EXCEPTIONS ORDER. SO,
A PERSON ASSESSING THE SUITABILITY OF A CANDIDATE TO WORK WITH CHILDREN IS ENTITLED TO ASK THAT
CANDIDATE TO REVEAL DETAILS OF SPENT AND UNSPENT CONVICTIONS. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND COURT
SERVICES ACT DEFINES ‘WORKING WITH CHILDREN’ AS ‘REGULATED POSITIONS’ AND PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON
INTERPRETATION. GUIDANCE NOTES TO THIS ACT CAN BE FOUND ON THE D.B.S. WEBSITE
(HTTPS!/WWW.GOV.UK/GOVERNMENT/ORGANISATIONS/DISCLOSURE-AND-BARRING-SERVICE) OR BY CONTACTING
THE D.B.S. INFORMATION LINE ON 03000 200192. EMAIL: CUSTOMERSERVICES@DBS.QSI.GOV.UK.

7.4. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL ENSURE THAT D.B.S. CHECKS ARE MADE ON ALL PROSPECTIVE
COACHES AND CURRENT COACHES WHEN THEIR COACHING RUALIFICATIONS ARE DUE FOR RENEWAL. THE
APPROPRIATE CHECK WILL BE AT A LEVEL AS RECOMMENDED BY THE D.B.S. AT THE TIME OF THE CHECK.
THIS IS CURRENTLY THE LEVEL OF ENHANCED DISCLOSURE, WHICH IS RECOMMENDED FOR THOSE POSTS
THAT INVOLVE A FAR GREATER DEGREE OF CONTACT WITH CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS. IN GENERAL,
THE TYPE OF CONTACT INVOLVES REGULARLY CARING FOR, SUPERVISING, TRAINING OR BEING IN SOLE

CHARGE OF SUCH PEOPLE.
7.5. ANYONE WHO HAS A PREVIOUS CRIMINAL CONVICTION FOR OFFENCES RELATED TO ABUSE IS
AUTOMATICALLY EXCLUDED FROM WORKING WITH CHILDREN. THIS IS REINFORCED BY THE DETAILS OF THE

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN ACT 19909.

7.6. INTERVIEW AND INDUCTION

ALL STAFF WILL BE REQUIRED TO UNDERGO AN INTERVIEW CARRIED OUT TO ACCEPTABLE PROTOCOL AND
RECOMMENDATIONS. ALL STAFF SHOULD RECEIVE FORMAL OR INFORMAL INDUCTION, DURING WHICH: -

¢ A CHECK SHOULD BE MADE THAT THE APPLICATION FORM HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN FULL (INCLUDING
CRIMINAL RECORDS AND SELF-DISCLOSURES).
THEIR QUALIFICATIONS SHOULD BE SUBSTANTIATED.
THE JOB RERUIREMENTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES SHOULD BE CLARIFIED.
THEY SHOULD AGREE TO THE ORGANISATION’S CODE OF CONDUCT.
SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION PROCEDURES ARE EXPLAINED AND TRAINED NEEDS ARE

IDENTIFIED.

7.7. TRAINING

IN ADDITION TO PRE-SELECTION CHECKS, THE SAFEGUARDING PROCESS INCLUDES TRAINING AFTER

RECRUITMENT TO HELP STAFF TO: -

ANALYSE THEIR OWN PRACTICE AGAINST ESTABLISHED GOOD PRACTICE, TO ENSURE THEIR ACTIONS
COULD PROTECT THEM FROM FALSE ALLEGATIONS.

RECOGNISE THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES AND REPORT ANY CONCERNS ABOUT SUSPECTED POOR PRACTICE OR
POSSIBLE ABUSE.

RESPOND TO CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY A CHILD OR YOUNG PERSON.
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7.8. WORK SAFELY EFFECTIVELY WITH CHILDREN

VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS REQUIRES: -

COACHING STAFF TO ATTEND APPROVED VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS COACHING DEVELOPMENT TRAINING

COURSES WHICH WILL COVER SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION ISSUES, TO RAISE THEIR

AWARENESS AND TO FACILITATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A POSITIVE CULTURE TOWARDS GOOD PRACTICE

AND CHILD PROTECTION.

RELEVANT OTHER STAFF TO RECEIVE ADVISORY INFORMATION OUTLINING GOOD PRACTICE AND

INFORMING THEM ABOUT WHAT TO DO IF THEY HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE BEHAVIOUR OF AN ADULT

TOWARDS A YOUNG PERSON.
COACHING STAFF MUST HOLD A CURRENT NATIONAL EMERGENCY FIRST AID AT WORK RQUALIFICATION.

ATTEND UPDATE TRAINING EVERY THREE YEARS.

SPECIFIC LEGAL DUTIES TO REPORT

(BE AWARE OF ADDITIONAL UPDATES CONCERNING CHILD PROTECTION LAWS)

NEW LEGISLATION HAS RECOGNISED AND CRIMINALISED THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF ABUSE AND PLACED

DUTIES ON ORGANISATIONS WORKING WITH CHILDREN TO REPORT OFFENCES TO THE AUTHORITIES! -

1. RADICALISATION AND THE PREVENT DUTY
THE GOVERNMENT SET OUT ITS DEFINITION OF BRITISH VALUES IN THE 2015 PREVENT STRATEGY - THIS
PROMOTES THE VALUES OF: -

DEMOCRACY.

THE RULE OF LAW.

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY.

MUTUAL RESPECT.

TOLERANCE OF THOSE OF DIFFERENT FAITHS AND BELIEFS.

VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS PROMOTES THESE VALUES TO ENSURE THAT CHILDREN BUILD RESILIENCE.

IF A MEMBER OF STAFF HAS A CONCERN ABOUT A PARTICULAR STUDENT/STUDENTS, THE NORMAL

SAFEGUARDING PROCEDURES WILL BE FOLLOWED, INCLUDING DISCUSSION WITH THE CLuB

SAFEGUARDING LEAD AS SET OUT IN THE SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION PoOLICY.
THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD SHOULD THEN CONTACT WEST MERCIA PREVENT TEAM: -

THE PREVENT TEAM EMAIL IS! F'REVENT@WARWIEKEHIREANDWESTMEREIA.F‘NN.F'EILIEE.LIK

10.
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2. FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION (FGM)

IF WE BECOME AWARE OF ANY CASES WHERE FEMALES ARE AT RISK OF FGM OR HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN
HARMED, VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL CONTACT THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY AND FOLLOW UP WITH A
REFERRAL TO COMPASS TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE MEETING OUR REPORTING DUTIES. PLEASE REFER TO:! -

HTTPS!//WWW.GOV.UK/GOVERNMENT/PUBLICATIONS/FEMALE-GENITAL-MUTILATION-LEAFLET

WE MAY NOT SEEK PARENTAL CONSENT IF THIS MAY PUT THE FEMALE AT INCREASED RISK.

3. DOMESTIC ABUSE AND HONOUR BASED VIOLENCE

CHILDREN LIVING IN HOUSEHOLDS WHERE THERE IS DOMESTIC ABUSE WHICH COULD BE COERCION OR
VIOLENCE, INCLUDING HONOUR BASED VIOLENCE, COULD BE AT SIGNIFICANT RISK OF HARM. VALOR COMBAT
SYSTEMS WILL SEEK SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS AND THEIR CHILDREN THROUGH COMPASS.

DEPENDING ON THE LEVEL OF RISK, WE MAY OR MAY NOT CONSULT PARENTS BEFORE CONTACTING COMPASS.

9. RESPONDING TO ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS

9.1. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DECIDING WHETHER OR NOT ABUSE HAS TAKEN PLACE, DOES NOT LIE WITH
ANYONE WORKING WITHIN VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS, IN A PAID OR UNPAID CAPACITY. THEREFORE ANY

CONCERNS MUST GO THROUGH THE APPROPRIATE CONTACT AND AUTHORITIES.

9.2. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCE SHOULD STAFF CARRY OUT THEIR OWN INVESTIGATION INTO THE ALLEGATION

OR SUSPICION OF ABUSE.

9.3. VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL FULLY SUPPORT ALL STAFF AND PROTECT ANYONE, WHO IN GOOD FAITH,

REPORTS HIS OR HER CONCERN THAT A COLLEAGUE 1S, OR MAY BE, ABUSING A CHILD.

9.4. WHERE THERE IS A COMPLAINT AGAINST A MEMBER OF STAFF, THERE MAY BE THREE TYPES OF

INVESTIGATION: -
¢ A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION.
e A CHILD PROTECTION INVESTIGATION.

¢ A DISCIPLINARY OR MISCONDUCT INVESTIGATION.

9.5. THE RESULTS OF THE POLICE AND CHILD PROTECTION INVESTIGATION MAY WELL INFLUENCE THE

DISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATION, BUT NOT NECESSARILY.

9.6. ACTION IF THERE ARE CONCERNS ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE

ANY SUSPICION THAT A CHILD HAS BEEN ABUSED BY EITHER A MEMBER OF STAFF, OR ANYONE ELSE,
SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, WHO WILL TAKE SUCH STEPS AS CONSIDERED
NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE CHILD IN QUESTION AND ANY OTHER CHILD WHO MAY BE AT

RISK.

11.
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9.7. THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD WILL REFER TO THE ALLEGATION TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES
DEPARTMENT WHO MAY INVOLVE THE POLICE (TELEPHONE: 999), OR GO DIRECTLY TO THE POLICE. WHILST
ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS OF ABUSE WILL NORMALLY BE REPORTED TO THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD,
THE ABSENCE OF THE LEAD OR A DEPUTY LEAD SHOULD NOT DELAY REFERRAL TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPARTMENT OR THE POLICE.

9.8. ANY INDIVIDUAL HAS THE RIGHT AS A CITIZEN, TO MAKE A DIRECT REFERRAL TO THE CHILD PROTECTION
AGENCIES OR THE POLICE, ALTHOUGH VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS HOPES THAT MEMBERS WILL USE THIS
PROCEDURE. |IF, HOWEVER, THE INDIVIDUAL WITH THE CONCERN FEELS THAT THE CHILD SAFEGUARDING
LEAD HAS NOT RESPONDED APPROPRIATELY, OR WHERE THEY HAVE A DISAGREEMENT WITH THE
SAFEGUARDING LEAD AS TO THE APPROPRIATENESS OF A REFERRAL, THEY ARE FREE TO CONTACT AN
OUTSIDE AGENCY DIRECT. WE HOPE BY MAKING THIS STATEMENT, IT IS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE
COMMITMENT OF VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS TO EFFECTIVE CHILD PROTECTION.

9.9. THE ROLE OF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD IS TO COLLATE AND CLARIFY THE PRECISE DETAILS OF
THE ALLEGATION OR SUSPICION AND PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT OR
THE POLICE. THE MATTER LIES WITH THE SOCIAL SERVICES TO INVESTIGATE THE MATTER UNDER SECTION

47 oF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989.

9.10. DEPENDENT UPON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, ADVICE FROM THE SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT OR THE
POLICE MAY NEED TO BE SOUGHT BEFORE CONTACTING THE PARENTS OR THE CARERS OF THE CHILD.

9.11. THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD SHOULD ALSO NOTIFY THE RELEVANT VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS
SAFEGUARDING LEAD, WHO IN TURN, WILL INFORM THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATION

DEPARTMENT, TO DEAL WITH ANY MEDIA ENQUIRIES.

9.12. IF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD IS THE SUBJECT OF THE SUSPICION/ALLEGATION, THE REPORT
MUST BE MADE TO THE APPROPRIATE CLUB DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING LEAD, OR IN THEIR ABSENCE, THE
VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS SAFEGUARDING LEAD WHO WILL REFER THE ALLEGATION TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES
OR THE POLICE.

9.13. GUIDELINES REGARDING THE DEFINITION OF ABUSE ARE CONTAINED IN SECTION 10.
9.14. CONCERNS OUTSIDE THE IMMEDIATE MARTIAL ART ENVIRONMENT (E.G. PARENT OR CARER) SHOULD BE
REPORTED TO THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, WHO SHOULD CONTACT SOCIAL SERVICES TO THE POLICE AS

SOO0ON AS POSSIBLE.

9.15. IF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD IS NOT AVAILABLE, THE PERSON BEING TOLD OF/OR DISCOVERING
THE ABUSE SHOULD CONTACT SOCIAL SERVICES OR THE POLICE IMMEDIATELY.

9.16. THE SENSEI (CLuB COACH) IN CHARGE SHOULD ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT THE PERSON(S)

INVOLVED IN THE INCIDENT PLAY A ROLE WITHIN VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS AND ACT ACCORDINGLY.
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9.17. INFORMATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES OR THE POLICE ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE

TO ENSURE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE, A DETAILED RECORD SHOULD ALWAYS BE

MADE AT THE TIME OF THE DISCLOSURE/CONCERN, WHICH SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: -

THE CHILD’S NAME, AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH.

THE CHILD’S HOME ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER.

WHETHER OR NOT THE PERSON MAKING THE REPORT IS EXPRESSING THEIR OWN CONCERNS OR THOSE OF
SOMEONE ELSE.

THE NATURE OF THE ALLEGATION - INCLUDE DATES, TIMES, ANY SPECIAL FACTORS AND ANY OTHER
RELEVANT INFORMATION.

MAKE A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN WHAT IS FACT, OPINION OR HEARSAY.

A DESCRIPTION OF ANY VISIBLE BRUISING OR OTHER INJURIES. ALSO ANY INDIRECT SIGNS, SUCH AS
BEHAVIOURAL CHANGES.

DETAILS OF WITNESSES TO THE INCIDENTS.

THE CHILD’S ACCOUNT, IF IT CAN BE GIVEN, OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND HOW ANY BRUISING OR OTHER
INJURIES OCCURRED.

HAVE THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS BEEN CONTACTED?

IF SO, WHAT HAS BEEN SAID?

HAS ANYONE ELSE BEEN CONTACTED? IF SO, RECORD DETAILS.

IF THE CHILD WAS NOT THE PERSON REPORTED THE INCIDENT, HAS THE CHILD BEEN SPOKEN TO? IF s0O,
WHAT WAS SAID?

HAS ANYONE BEEN ALLEGED TO BE THE ABUSER? RECORD DETAILS.

WHERE POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO THE POLICE OR SOCIAL SERVICES SHOULD BE CONFIRMED IN WRITING
WITHIN 24 HOURS AND THE NAME OF THE CONTACT WHO TOOK THE REFERRAL SHOULD BE

RECORDED.

9.18. IF STAFF HAVE WORRIES ABOUT SHARING CONCERNS ABOUT ABUSE WITH A SENIOR COLLEAGUE, THEY
CAN CONTACT SOCIAL SERVICES OR THE POLICE DIRECT, OR THE N.S.P.C.C. CHILD PROTECTION HELPLINE
ON 0808 800 5000, or CHILDLINE ON O800 11 11.

9.19. CONFIDENTIALITY

EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO ENSURE THE CONFIDENTIALITY IS MAINTAINED FOR ALL CONCERNED AND
MUST BE ON A NEED TO KNOW BASIS ONLY. INFORMATION SHOULD BE HANDLED AND DISSEMINATED ON A
NEED TO KNOW BASIS ONLY. RELEVANT PARTIES MAY INCLUDE: -

THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD.

THE PARENTS OF THE PERSON WHO IS ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN ABUSED.
THE PERSON MAKING THE ALLEGATION.

THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS SAFEGUARDING LEAD.

THE ALLEGED ABUSER (AND PARENTS, IF THE ALLEGED ABUSER IS A CHILD).
9.20. SEEK SOCIAL SERVICES ADVICE ON WHO SHOULD APPROACH THE ALLEGED ABUSER.
9.2 1. INFORMATION SHOULD BE STORED IN A SECURE PLACE WITH LIMITED ACCESS TO DESIGNATED PEOPLE,
IN LINE WITH DATA PROTECTION LAWS (E.G. THAT INFORMATION IS AGCCURATE, REGULARLY UPDATED,

RELEVANT AND SECURE).

9.22. THE WELFARE OF THE CHILD SHOULD REMAIN OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE THROUGHOUT.
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9.23. SUPPORT TO DEAL WITH THE AFTERMATH OF ABUSE: -

CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES MAY REQRUIRE SUPPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP MULTI-AGENCY GUIDANCE ON THRESHOLD CRITERIA. IF UNSURE, WHERE TO SEEK ADVICE,

CONTACT HTTP!Y//WWW.SHROPSHIRE.GOV.UK/EARLY-HELP.

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE KIND OF SUPPORT THAT CHILDREN, PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND
MEMBERS OF STAFF MAY NEED. USE OF HELP LINES, SUPPORT GROUPS AND OPEN MEETINGS WILL MAINTAIN

AN OPEN CULTURE AND HELP THE HEALING PROCESS.

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR COUNSELLING DIRECTORY IS AVAILABLE FROM THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION
FOR COUNSELLING, 1 REGENT PLACE, RUGBY, CV21 2PJ, TEL: 01788 550899, Fax: 01788 562189,
EMAIL: EAE!@BAEF‘.ED.UK, INTERNET: HTTP://WWW.BACP.CO.UK

9.24. CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO WHAT KIND OF SUPPORT MAY BE APPROPRIATE FOR THE

ALLEGED PERPETRATOR.

9.25. ALLEGATIONS OF A PREVIOUS ABUSE MAY BE MADE SOME TIME AFTER THE EVENT (E.G. BY AN ADULT

WHO WAS ABUSED AS A CHILD OR BY A MEMBER OF STAFF WHO IS CURRENTLY WORKING WITH CHILDREN).
9.26. WHERE SUCH AN ALLEGATION IS MADE, THE CLUB SHOULD FOLLOW THE PROCEDURES AS DETAILED
ABOVE AND REPORT THE MATTER TO THE SOCIAL SERVICES OR THE POLICE. THIS IS BECAUSE OTHER

CHILDREN, EITHER WITHIN OR OUTSIDE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS, MAY BE AT RISK FROM THIS PERSON.

9.27. INTERNAL ENQUIRIES AND SUSPENSION

THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS SAFEGUARDING LEAD WILL MAKE AN IMMEDIATE DECISION ABOUT ANY
INDIVIDUAL ACCUSED OF ABUSE, WHO SHOULD BE TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED PENDING FURTHER POLICE AND

SOCIAL SERVICES INQUIRIES.

9.28. IRRESPECTIVE OF THE FINDINGS OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES OR POLICE INQUIRIES, THE VALOR COMBAT
SYSTEMS DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE WILL ASSESS ALL INDIVIDUAL CASES TO DECIDE WHETHER A MEMBER
OF STAFF OR VOLUNTEER CAN BE REINSTATED AND HOW THIS CAN BE SENSITIVELY HANDLED. THIS MAY BE A
DIFFICULT DECISION; PARTICULARLY WHERE THERE IS INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO UPHOLD ANY ACTION BY THE

PoOLICE.

9.29. ACTION IF THERE ARE CONCERNS ABOUT POOR PRACTICE

IF, FOLLOWING CONSIDERATION, THE ALLEGATION IS CLEARLY ABOUT POOR PRACTICE, THE CLUB

SAFEGUARDING LEAD WILL TREAT IT AS A MISCONDUCT ISSUE AND REPORT TO THE SAFEGUARDING LEAD.

9.30. IF THE ALLEGATION IS ABOUT POOR PRACTICE BY THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, OR IF THE MATTER
HAS BEEN HANDLED INADERUATELY AND CONCERNS REMAIN, A REPORT SHOULD BE MADE TO AN
SAFEGUARDING LEAD WHO WILL DECIDE HOW TO DEAL WITH THE ALLEGATION AND WHETHER OR NOT TO

INITIATE DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES.

9.3 1. ACTION IF BULLYING IS SUSPECTED

IF BULLYING BY STAFF IS SUSPECTED, THE SAME PROCEDURE SHOULD BE FOLLOWED AS SET OUT ABOVE.
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9.32. BULLYING IS A FORM OF ABUSE AND WHEN PRACTISED BY OTHER STUDENTS, CAN HAVE A
DETRIMENTAL EFFECT OF THE SELF-CONFIDENCE OF THE STUDENT, AS WELL AS AFFECTING OTHERS WITHIN
THE CLASSES. BELOW ARE ACTIONS TO HELP THE VICTIM AND PREVENT BULLYING IN VALOR COMBAT
SYSTEMS!: -

TAKE ALL SIGNS OF BULLYING SERIOUSLY.

ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO SPEAK AND SHARE THEIR CONCERNS (SHOULD ANYONE MENTION SUICIDE,
SEEK PROFESSIONAL ADVICE IMMEDIATELY). HELP THE VICTIM SPEAK OUT AND TELL THE PERSON IN
CHARGE OR SOMEONE IN AUTHORITY. CREATE AN OPEN ENVIRONMENT.

INVESTIGATE ALL ALLEGATIONS AND TAKE ACTION TO ENSURE THE VICTIM IS SAFE. SPEAK WITH THE
VICTIM AND THE BULLY/BULLIES SEPARATELY.

STAFF SHOULD REASSURE THE VICTIM THAT THEY CAN BE TRUSTED AND WILL HELP THEM, ALTHOUGH
THEY CANNOT PROMISE TO TELL NO ONE ELSE.

KEEP RECORDS OF WHAT IS SAID (WHAT HAPPENED, BY WHOM, WHEN) IN A SEPARATE FILE AND LOCKED
AWAY.

REPORT ANY CONCERNS TO THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD OR THE SCcHOOL (WHEREVER THE BULLYING
IS OCCURRING).

9.33. ACTION TOWARDS THE BULLY/BULLIES!: -

TALK WITH THE BULLY/BULLIES, EXPLAIN THE SITUATION, AND TRY TO GET THE BULLY/BULLIES TO
UNDERSTAND THE CONSERUENCES OF THEIR BEHAVIOUR. SEEK AN APOLOGY TO THE VICTIM(S).

INFORM THE BULLY’S PARENTS.

INSIST ON THE RETURN OF ‘BORROWED’ ITEMS AND THAT THE BULLY/BULLIES COMPENSATE THE VICTIM.
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THE VICTIM’S COACH.

IMPOSE SANCTIONS AS NECESSARY.

ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE BULLY/BULLIES TO CHANGE BEHAVIOUR.

HOLD MEETINGS WITH THE FAMILIES TO REPORT ON PROGRESS.

INFORM ALL ORGANISATION MEMBERS OF ACTION TAKEN.

KEEP A WRITTEN RECORD OF ACTION TAKEN.
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10. CLUB GUIDELINES

HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL WAYS FOR YOUR STAFF TO HELP SAFEGUARD THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG

PEOPLE WHO TAKE PART WITHIN VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS: -

10.1. STAFF RATIOS

1.STAFF/PARTICIPANT RATIOS SHOULD BE BASED ON THE AGE OF THE CHILDREN INVOLVED,
DEGREE OF RISK THE ACTIVITY INVOLVES, AND WHETHER THERE ARE DISABILITY NEEDS.

2.THE LOWER THE AGE OF THE PARTICIPANTS, THE GREATER THE NEED FOR SUPERVISION.

3.IF THE ACTIVITY IS MIXED GENDER, MALE AND FEMALE STAFF SHOULD BE AVAILABLE.

10.2. CHANGING ROOMS

1.WHEN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE USE CHANGING ROOMS, THEY SHOULD BE SUPERVISED BY
MEMBERS OF STAFF.

2. ADULT STAFF SHOULD NOT CHANGE OR SHOWER AT THE SAME TIME USING THE SAME FACILITIES.

3.FOR MIXED GENDER ACTIVITIES, SEPARATE FACILITIES SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR BOYS AND GIRLS.

4.lIF A CHILD FEELS UNCOMFORTABLE CHANGING OR SHOWERING IN PUBLIC, NO PRESSURE SHOULD BE
PLACED ON THEM TO DO sS0O. INSTEAD THEY SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO SHOWER OR CHANGE AT HOME.

5.1F CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES USE A CLUB, MAKE SURE THEY AND THEIR CARERS ARE INVOLVED IN
DECIDING HOW THEY SHOULD BE ASSISTED. ENSURE THEY ARE ABLE TO CONSENT TO THE

ASSISTANCE THAT IS OFFERED.

10.3. INJURIES AND ILLNESS

1.VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS HAVE GUIDELINES AND REPORT FORMS FOR ANY INJURIES CHILDREN SUSTAIN
DURING ACTIVITIES.

2.WHERE STAFF WITNESS AN INJURY, THE PARENTS MUST BE TOLD AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

3.IF THE CHILD NEEDS MEDICAL ATTENTION, IT MUST BE ARRANGED IMMEDIATELY AND THE
PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)/CARER(S) INFORMED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

4.STAFF MUST ALWAYS ENSURE YOU HAVE UP-TO-DATE CONTACT DETAILS AT ANY MARTIAL ARTS ACTIVITY
OR EVENT AND INFORMATION ABOUT ANY RELEVANT MEDICAL CONDITIONS.

5. EVERY COACH WILL FOLLOW AND ADHERE TO THE VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS FIRST AID PoOLICY.

10.4. COLLECTION BY PARENTS/CARERS

1.FOR ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE, PLEASE REFER TO OUR DETAILS FOUND ON OUR BOOKWHEN WEBSITE! -
WWW.BOOKWHEN.COM/VALORCOMBATSYSTEMS.

2.VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS DEVELOPS AND PUBLICISES POLICIES ABOUT THE COLLECTION OF CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE FROM THEIR CLUBS. THESE POLICIES ARE BASED ON THE AGE OF THE CHILDREN AND
THE LOCATION, TIME AND TYPE OF AGCTIVITY.

3. MAKE SURE PERMISSION IS RECEIVED FROM PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)/CARER(S) FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE GAMES, COMPETITIONS, TRAINING OR PRACTICE SESSIONS YOU

RUN.
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10.5. LATE COLLECTION OF CHILDREN

LATE COLLECTION OF CHILDREN BY PARENTS PRESENTS CLUBS, SCHOOLS AND COACHES WITH A
POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT SITUATION. CLuBs SHOULD DEVELOP WRITTEN GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS

EXPLAINING THE POLICY FOR DEALING WITH LATE COLLECTION OF CHILDREN.

THE GUIDELINES SHOULD: -

1.MAKE CLEAR THAT IT IS NOT YOUR ORGANISATION’S RESPONSIBILITY TO TRANSPORT CHILDREN HOME ON
BEHALF OF PARENTS WHO HAVE BEEN DELAYED.
.INCLUDE A STAFF CONTACT NUMBER AND AN INSTRUCTION TO PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)/CARER(S) TO
PHONE IF THERE IS ANY LIKELIHOOD OF LATE COLLECTION.
.ASK PARENTS TO PROVIDE AN ALTERNATIVE CONTACT NAME OR NUMBER, FOR STAFF TO USE WHEN THEY

ARE NOT AVAILABLE ON THEIR USUAL NUMBER.

CASES OF LATE COLLECTION, STAFF SHOULD: -

.ATTEMPT TO CONTACT THE CHILD’S PARENT OR CARER ON THEIR CONTACT NUMBER.
.USE THE ALTERNATIVE CONTACT NAME/NUMBER IF NECESSARY.

.WAIT WITH THE CHILD/YOUNG PERSON AT THE FACILITY, WITH OTHER STAFF/PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)
PRESENT, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE OR IN AN AREA WHERE PEOPLE CAN SEE YOU.

. REMIND PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)/CARER(S) OF THE POLICY RELATING TO LATE COLLECTION.

CASES OF LATE COLLECTION, STAFF SHOULD NOT: -

. TAKE THE CHILD HOME OR TO ANY OTHER LOCATION.
.SEND THE CHILD HOME WITH ANOTHER PERSON WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM A PARENT OR CARER.

.ASK THE CHILD TO WAIT IN A VEHICLE OR FACILITY WITH YOU ALONE.

10.6. DISCIPLINE

WHEN DISCIPLINE IS USED, THERE SHOULD BE CLEAR INTENTION OF TEACHING OR REINFORCING
APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR. THIS MUST NOT BE USED IMPULSIVELY, TO GAIN POWER, OR TO EMBARRASS OR

HUMILIATE A CHILD/YOUNG PERSON.

DISCIPLINE SHOULD BE USED ONLY TO: -

.DEVELOP A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR BEHAVIOUR.

.DEVELOP RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND THEIR PROPERTY.

.REINFORCE THE RULES AND VALUES OF THE MARTIAL ART.

.REINFORCE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR OR ATTITUDES.

.REINFORCE AWARENESS OF HEALTH AND SAFETY ASPECTS OF THE ACTIVITY.
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10.7. PHYSICAL CONTACT

MARTIAL ARTS REQUIRE A DEGREE OF PHYSICAL CONTACT BETWEEN COACHING STAFF AND CHILDREN OR
YOUNG PEOPLE. COACHES MAY NEED TO USE IT TO INSTRUCT, ENCOURAGE, PROTECT OR COMFORT. NOTE,
THE BELOW GUIDELINES ABOUT PHYSICAL CONTACT REQRQUIRE ADHERING TO, SO THAT ADULTS AND
CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE UNDERSTAND WHAT ARE THE APPROPRIATE TYPES OF TOUCHING AND THEIR

APPROPRIATE CONTEXTS.

PHYSICAL CONTACT DURING MARTIAL ARTS SHOULD ALWAYS BE INTENDED TO MEET THE CHILD’S NEEDS,
NOT THE ADULT’S. THE ADULT SHOULD ONLY USE PHYSICAL CONTACT IF THEIR AIM IS TO: -

.DEVELOP SKILLS OR TECHNIQUES.

. TO TREAT AN INJURY.

.TO PREVENT AN INJURY.

. TO MEET THE RERUIREMENTS OF THE MARTIAL ART.

. THE ADULT SHOULD EXPLAIN THE REASON FOR THE PHYSICAL CONTACT TO THE CHILD. UNLESS THE
SITUATION IS AN EMERGENCY, THE ADULT SHOULD ASK THE CHILD FOR PERMISSION.

.PHYSICAL CONTACT SHOULD NOT TAKE PLACE IN SECRET OR OUT OF SIGHT OF OTHERS.

.ALL INJURIES SHOULD BE FULLY RECORDED BY STAFF.

10.8. SEXUAL ACTIVITY

WITHIN MARTIAL ARTS, AS WITHIN OTHER ACTIVITIES, SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS DO OCCUR. THESE
GUIDELINES ADDRESS SEXUAL ACTIVITY BOTH BETWEEN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AND BETWEEN

ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE.

SEXUAL ACTIVITY BETWEEN CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVED IN MARTIAL ARTS SHOULD BE
PROHIBITED DURING TEAM EVENTS, IN MARTIAL ARTS FACILITIES OR SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY THE
CLUB/ORGANISATION. INAPPROPRIATE OR CRIMINAL SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR COMMITTED BY A YOUNG PERSON MAY
LEAD TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS GUIDANCE.

SEXUAL INTERACTIONS BETWEEN YOUNG ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE (16+4) INVOLVED IN MARTIAL ARTS
RAISE SERIOUS ISSUES GIVEN THE POWER IMBALANCE INHERENT IN THE RELATIONSHIP. WHERE A YOUNG
PERSON IS OF THE AGE OF CONSENT, THE POWER OF THE ADULT OVER THAT YOUNG PERSON MAY
INFLUENCE THEIR ABILITY TO GENUINELY CONSENT TO SEXUAL ACTIVITY. A COACH OR OTHER ADULT IN A

POSITION OF AUTHORITY MAY HAVE SIGNIFICANT POWER OR INFLUENCE OVER A YOUNG PERSON.

SEXUAL ACTIVITY BETWEEN ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE (16+4) INVOLVED IN THE SAME MARTIAL ART
SHOULD BE PROHIBITED, WHEN THE ADULT IS IN A POSITION OF TRUST OR AUTHORITY (COACH, OFFICIAL).
INAPPROPRIATE OR CRIMINAL SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR COMMITTED BY AN ADULT SHOULD LEAD TO
SUSPENSION AND DISCIPLINARY ACTION BY VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS.

SEXUAL ACTIVITY BETWEEN ADULTS AND CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 16 IS A CRIMINAL ACT AND

IMMEDIATE ACTION MUST BE TAKEN TO REPORT IT.

18.
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10.9. PARTICIPANTS WITH DISABILITIES

CHILDREN OR YOUNG PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES SHOULD HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES AS
OTHERS INVOLVED IN SPORT, TO HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE. THEIR PARTICULAR VULNERABILITY TO ABUSE OR
NEGLECT RERUIRES MARTIAL ARTS CLUBS/ORGANISATIONS TO TAKE ADDITIONAL STEPS TO SAFEGUARD

THEM.

INFORMATION RELATING TO CLUB POLICIES AND PROCEDURES SHOULD BE FULLY ACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN

AND YOUNG PEOPLE WITH COMMUNICATION DIFFICULTIES.

SPECIALIST TRAINING OR ADVICE SHOULD BE SOUGHT BY CLUBS/ORGANISATIONS WHICH INVOLVES
CHILDREN/YOUNG PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN MARTIAL ARTS. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN STAFF NEED TO GUIDE
BLIND OR PARTIALLY SIGHTED CHILDREN, TRAINING WILL HELP ENSURE THAT THEY USE THE MOST
APPROPRIATE METHODS. IF TRAINING IS NOT AVAILABLE, ASK THE CHILD FOR ADVICE OR SEEK THE ADVICE

OF PARENTS OR CARERS.

WHEN TRANSPORTING A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES, THE VEHICLES USED SHOULD MEET THE NEEDS OF THE
CHILDREN AND BE ROADWORTHY. APPROPRIATE AND TRAINED ESCORTS SHOULD BE IN ATTENDANCE IN THE

VEHICLE.

WHEN CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES ARE LIFTED OR MANUALLY SUPPORTED, THE INDIVIDUAL CHILD SHOULD
BE TREATED WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT. RELEVANT HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDELINES MUST BE FOLLOWED
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF THE CHILD AND THOSE ASSISTING. WE RECOMMEND THAT THOSE ASSISTING

RECEIVE APPROPRIATE TRAINING.
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11. EXAMPLES OF CHILD ABUSE

CHILD ABUSE CAN TAKE MANY FORMS.

11.1. PHYSICAL ABUSE: -

.PHYSICALLY HURTING OR INJURING A CHILD.
.WHEN THE NATURE AND INTENSITY OF TRAINING EXCEEDS THE CAPACITY OF THE CHILD’S

IMMATURE AND GROWING BODY.

.2. NEGLECT: -

.FAILURE TO PROVIDE A TRAINING ENVIRONMENT WHICH CATERS FOR A CHILD’S BASIC PHYSICAL NEEDS
(E.G. LIGHTING, HEATING AND TOILET FACILITIES).
.LEAVING A CHILD UNSUPERVISED.

.EXPOSING A CHILD TO UNDUE RISK OF INJURY.

.3. SEXUAL ABUSE: -

.INAPPROPRIATE PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH A CHILD.

.4. EMOTIONAL ABUSE!: -

.SHOUTING AT, OR VERBALLY ABUSING A CHILD.

.CONSTANTLY CRITICISING A CHILD, OR CREATING UNREALISTIC PRESSURE TO PERFORM
EXPECTATIONS.

.WHERE THERE IS NEGLECT, SEXUAL OR PHYSICAL ABUSE.

.CYBER BULLYING FROM ANY STUDENT BEFORE/AFTER CLASS

.5. SIGNS WHICH MAY INDICATE ABUSE INCLUDE: -

. UNEXPLAINED BRUISING OR INJURIES.

. SEXUALLY EXPLICIT LANGUAGE OR ACTIONS.

.SUDDEN CHANGES IN BEHAVIOUR.

. SOMETHING A CHILD HAS SAID.

.A CHANGE OBSERVED OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME (E.G. LOSS OF WEIGHT AND BECOMING

INCREASINGLY DIRTY OR UNKEMPT).
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ALLEGATIONS OF PHYSICAL INJURY OR NEGLECT

IF A CHILD HAS A PHYSICAL INJURY OR SYMPTOM OF NEGLECT, THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD/DEPUTY

CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD WILL: -

CONTACT SOCIAL SERVICES FOR ADVICE IN CASES OF DELIBERATE INJURY, IF CONCERNED ABOUT A
CHILD’S SAFETY OR IF A CHILD IS AFRAID TO RETURN HOME.

WILL NOT TELL THE PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S)/CARER(S) UNLESS ADVISED TO DO SO HAVING CONTACTED
SOCIAL SERVICES.

SEEK MEDICAL HELP IF NEEDED URGENTLY, INFORMING THE DOCTOR OF ANY SUSPICIONS.

FOR LESSER CONCERNS, (E.G. POOR PARENTING), ADVICE OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES SHOULD BE SOUGHT,

BUT NOT IF THIS PLACES THE CHILD AT RISK OF INJURY.

ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE

IN THE EVENT OF ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE, THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD/DEPUTY
CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD WiILL: -

e CONTACT THE SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT DUTY SOCIAL WORKER FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES OR

PoOLICE CHILD PROTECTION TEAM DIRECT. THEY WILL NOT SPEAK TO THE PARENT/CARER OR ANYONE

ELSE.
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SAFEGUARDING REPORT PROCEDURE

e BEHAVIOUR OF A VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS COACH, STAFF MEMBER OR VOLUNTEER (E.G. ALLEGATION ABOUT A COA

BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS A CHILD).

CONCERNS REGARDING THE BEHAVIOUR OF A COACH, STAFF MEMBER, OR VOLUNTEER TOWARDS A CHILD/CHILDREN (E.G.

SUSPICIONS OR ALLEGATIONS OF POOR PRACTICE OR POSSIBLE ABUSE.)

ANY INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS NEEDS TO BE REPORTED TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS. SAFEGUARDING LEAD COMPLETES THE

SAFEGUARDING INCIDENT REPORT FORM.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD DETERMINES IF FURTHER ACTION IS REQUIRED. ADVICE FROM CHILDREN’S SoOclAL CARE, POLICE OR

LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATED OFFICER (LADO) MAY BE SORT, IF NEEDED.

POOR PRACTICE/BREACH OF CODE OF CONDUCT.

INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE MISCONDUCT ISSUES FOLLOWING

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES AS ADVISED.

DISCIPLINARY

HEARING

INVESTIGATION.

OuTcoME:

= NO CASE TO ANSWER, GUIDANCE OR

WARNING GIVEN, RETRAINING/SUPPORT REQUIRED, OTHER

SANCTIONS,
DBS.

OR DISMISSAL). POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO

DISCIPLINARY APPEALS PROCESS.
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PoOssIBLE CHILD ABUSE/CRIMINAL OFFENCE.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD

COMMUNICATES  WITH
SUPPORTING SERVICES
AND LEAD AUTHORITY
DESIGNATED OFFICER
(LADO) TO COMMENCE
DISCIPLINARY ACTION.
RESULTING IN
IMMEDIATE TEMPORARY

SUSPENSION.

COLLECTION oF
EVIDENCE MAY DELAY
THE DISCIPLINARY

OUTCOME.

INVESTIGATION
HEARING COMPLETED,
AWAITING POSSIBLE

APPEAL.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD

COMMUNICATES WITH
CHILDREN’S [=1=1V-NS

CARE, POLICE AND

LOocAL AUTHORITY
DESIGNATED OFFICER.
ALL TO BE WRITTEN

UP WITHIN 24 HOURS.

ALL OFFICIAL
REPRESENTATIVES
MEET TO AGREE
INVESTIGATION

PROCESS.

OuTcoOME (=]
CHILDREN’S SoOoclAL
CARE AND/OR POLICE
INVESTIGATION: - NO
CASE TO ANSWER,
CRIMINAL

PROSECUTION, RISK

ASSESSMENT ETC.
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SAFEGUARDING REPORT PROCEDURE

e BEHAVIOUR OF ANDOTHER ORGANISATION’S COACH, STAFF MEMBER OR VOLUNTEER (E.G. ALLEGATION A COA

BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS A CHILD).

CONCERNS REGARDING THE BEHAVIOUR OF A COACH, STAFF MEMBER, OR VOLUNTEER TOWARDS A CHILD/CHILDREN (E.G.

SUSPICIONS OR ALLEGATIONS OF POOR PRACTICE OR POSSIBLE ABUSE.)

ANY INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS NEEDS TO BE REPORTED TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS. SAFEGUARDING LEAD COMPLETES THE

SAFEGUARDING INCIDENT REPORT FORM.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD DETERMINES IF FURTHER ACTION IS REQUIRED. ADVICE FROM CHILD’S SoOcIAL CARE, POLICE OR

LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATED OFFICER (LADO) MAY BE SORT, IF NEEDED.

POOR PRACTICE/BREACH OF CoODE OF CONDUCT. PoOssIBLE CHILD ABUSE/CRIMINAL OFFENCE.

CO-ORDINATE WITH THE OTHER ORGANISATION’S IF SITUATION 1s DEEMED HIGH RISK TO A

SAFEGUARDING LEAD RE: THEIR PROCEDURES WITHIN CHILD/CHILDREN, CONTACT CHILDREN’S SOCIAL CARE

SAFEGUARDING POLICIES AND NOTIFY THEM oF OR POLICE DIRECT.

COMPLAINT. INFORM THE INDIVIDUAL OF THE COMPLAINT (=]

AND THAT THE MATTER HAS BEEN PASSED ONTO THEIR CONTACT THE SAFEGUARDING LEAD (=] 3 THE

SAFEGUARDING LEAD. INDIVIDUAL’S ORGANISATION TO FORWARD THE
INFORMATION. RECORD THEIR AGREEMENT [=] 3
REFERRAL TO CHILDREN’S SoOcliAL CARE OR POLICE
DIRECT. CONFIRM  WHEN EFFECTIVE. IF  NO
AGREEMENT, CONTACT CHILDREN’S SOcCcIiAL CARE OR

INVESTIGATE POSSIBLE MISCONDUCT POLICE DIRECT.

FOLLOWING COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES

CO-0ORDINATE WITH OTHER ORGANISATION INVOLVED.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD RECORDS ALL DECISIONS AND
ADDRESSES WRITTEN REFERRALS WITHIN 24 HOURS.
DISCIPLINARY HEARING

INVESTIGATION.

OuTcoME OF CHILDREN’S SocliAL CARE AND/OR
POLICE INVESTIGATION: - NO CASE TO ANSWER,

RECORD ACTIONS AND AGREE oN POSSIBLE CRIMINAL PROSECUTION, RISK ASSESSMENT ETC.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION. INFORM THE INDIVIDUAL IN
WRITING WITHIN 249 HOURS oF PROPOSED

INTENTIONS.

OUTCOME: - NO CASE TO ANSWER, GUIDANCE OR
WARNING GIVEN, RETRAINING/SUPPORT RERQUIRED, OTHER
SANCTIONS, OR DISMISSAL). POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO

DBS.

DISCIPLINARY APPEALS PROCESS.
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SAFEGUARDING REPORT PROCEDURE

e ABOUT CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE ARISING OUTSIDE OF THE DoJo (E.G. AT HOME, SCHOOL, OR IN THE COMMUNITY).

CoAcH, MEMBER OF STAFF, OR VOLUNTEER INFORMED OF CONCERNS ABOUT A CHILD’S WELFARE OR SAFETY (E.G.

BULLYING OR FAMILY ABUSE ETC).

IF THERE IS EVIDENCE OF PHYSICAL HARM, CONTACT THE POLICE TO INVESTIGATE FURTHER.

ANY INDIVIDUAL CONCERNS NEEDS TO BE REPORTED TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS. SAFEGUARDING LEAD COMPLETES THE

SAFEGUARDING INCIDENT REPORT FORM.

SAFEGUARDING LEAD NEEDS TO SEND THE WRITTEN SAFEGUARDING INCIDENT REPORT FORM WITHIN 24 HOURS OF

VERBAL CONTACT TO CHILDREN’S SoOcCIAL CARE, POLICE OR LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATED OFFICER (LADO).
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RESPONDING TO ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS OF ABUSE FORM

THE PERSON IN RECEIPT OF ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS OF ABUSE WILL DO THE FOLLOWING: -

CONCERNS MUST BE REPORTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO (NAME) (HEREAFTER

THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD TELEPHONE NO: WHO IS NOMINATED BY THE

(ORGANISATION) TO ACT ON THEIR BEHALF IN DEALING WITH THE

ALLEGATION OR SUSPICION OF NEGLECT OR ABUSE, INCLUDING REFERRING THE MATTER ON TO THE

STATUTORY AUTHORITIES.

THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD MAY ALSO BE REQ@UIRED BY CONDITIONS OF THE INSURANCE PoOLiCY TO
IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE INSURANGCE COMPANY. THEY MAY ALSO BE RERUIRED AS PART OF THEIR POLICY TO

INFORM STRATEGIC PERSONNEL WITHIN THEIR ORGANISATION (NAME) )

TELEPHONE NO:

IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, OR IF THE SUSPICIONS IN ANY WAY INVOLVE THE CLUB
SAFEGUARDING LEAD, THEN THE REPORT SHOULD BE MADE TO (NAME)

(HEREAFTER THE DEPUTY CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD), TELEPHONE NO:

THE SOCIAL SERVICES TELEPHONE NUMBER BETWEEN 9.00AM AND 5.00pPM IS

THE OUT OF HOURS EMERGENCY NUMBER IS

THE LOCAL POLICE TELEPHONE NUMBER IS

SUSPICIONS MUST NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH ANYONE OTHER THAN THOSE NOMINATED ABOVE. A WRITTEN
RECORD OF THE CONCERNS SHOULD BE MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITHIN VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS

PROCEDURES AND KEPT IN A SECURE PLACE.

WHILST ALLEGATIONS OR SUSPICIONS OF ABUSE WILL NORMALLY BE REPORTED TO THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING
LEAD, THE ABSENCE OF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD OR DEPUTY CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD SHOULD

NOT DELAY REFERRAL TO THE SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT.

VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL SUPPORT THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD/DEPUTY CLUB SAFEGUARDING
LEAD IN THEIR ROLE AND ACCEPT THAT ANY INFORMATION THEY MAY HAVE IN THEIR POSSESSION WILL BE

SHARED IN A STRICTLY LIMITED WAY ON A NEED TO KNOW BASIS.

IT IS, OF COURSE, THE RIGHT OF ANY INDIVIDUAL AS A CITIZEN TO MAKE A DIRECT REFERRAL TO THE CHILD
PROTECTION AGENCIES OR POLICE, ALTHOUGH VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS HOPE THAT STAFF WILL USE THIS
PROCEDURE. |IF, HOWEVER, THE INDIVIDUAL WITH THE CONCERN FEELS THAT THE OCLUB SAFEGUARDING
LEAD/DEPUTY CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD HAS NOT RESPONDED APPROPRIATELY, OR WHERE THEY HAVE A
DISAGREEMENT WITH THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, AS TO THE APPROPRIATENESS OF A REFERRAL, THEY
ARE FREE TO CONTACT AN OUTSIDE AGENCY DIRECT. WE HOPE BY MAKING THIS STATEMENT THAT VALOR
COMBAT SYSTEMS DEMONSTRATES ITS COMMITMENT TO EFFECTIVE CHILD PROTECTION.

THE ROLE OF THE CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD/DEPUTY CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD IS TO COLLATE AND
CLARIFY THE PRECISE DETAILS OF THE ALLEGATION OR SUSPICION AND PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO THE
S0OCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT. IT IS SOCIAL SERVICES TASK TO INVESTIGATE THE MATTER UNDER SECTION

47 OoF THE CHILDREN ACT 19809.
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INFORMATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES AN

CHILD’S NAME:

DATE OF BIRTH:

HOME ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:

PERSON MAKING THE REPORT:

PERSON EXPRESSING THE CONCERN:

THE NATURE OF THE ALLEGATION(S):

DATE(S) OF ALLEGATION(S):

TIME(S):

SPECIAL FACTORS OR OTHER RELEVANT
INFORMATION:

DESCRIPTION OF ANY VISIBLE INJURIES:

DETAILS OF WITNESSES:

THE CHILD’S ACCOUNT, IF IT CAN BE
GIVEN, OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED AND
HOW ANY BRUISING OR OTHER INJURIES
OCCURRED:

© VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS

D/OR THE POLICE ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE
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INFORMATION FOR SOCIAL SERVICES AND/OR THE POLICE ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE

HAVE THE PARENTS/GUARDIANS BEEN
CONTACTED?

IS SO, WHAT HAS BEEN SAID?

HAS ANYONE ELSE BEEN CONSULTED?

WHO IS ALLEGED TO BE THE ABUSER?

NAME OF PERSON TO WHOM REPORTED
(I.E. CLUB SAFEGUARDING LEAD, POLICE
AND SOCIAL SERVICES), INCLUDE DATE
AND TIME OF REFERRAL:

WHERE POSSIBLE REFERRAL TO THE POLICE OR SOCIAL SERVICES SHOULD BE
CONFIRMED IN WRITING WITHIN 24 HOURS. IF STAFF HAVE WORRIES ABOUT SHARING
CONCERNS ABOUT ABUSE WITH A SENIOR COLLEAGUE, THEY CAN CONTACT SOCIAL
SERVICES OR THE POLICE DIRECT, OR THE N.S.P.C.C. CHILD PROTECTION HELPLINE ON
0808 800 5000, OR CHILDLINE ON O800 11 11.
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SAMPLE CONSENT FORM FOR THE RECORDING OF IMAGES/VIDEO

SAFEGUARDING

VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS RECOGNISES THE NEED TO ENSURE THE WELFARE AND
SAFETY OF ALL OUR STUDENTS, IRRESPECTIVE OF AGE.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR SAFEGUARDING
POLICIES, PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEOS WILL NOT
BE PERMITTED TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT THE
STUDENT’S/PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) (YES/NO)
CONSENT. DO YOU CONSENT FOR VALOR
COMBAT SYSTEMS TO TAKE PHOTOGRAPHS,
OR VIDEOS FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES?

VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS WILL ENDEAVOUR TO ENSURE THEY ARE USED SOLELY FOR
THE PURPOSES THEY ARE INTENDED. ANY INAPPROPRIATE USAGE SHOULD BE
REPORTED TO VALOR COMBAT SYSTEMS IMMEDIATELY.

SIGNATURE:

(SIGNATURE OF PARENT/GUARDIAN REQUIRED
IF STUDENT IS UNDER THE AGE OF 18)

=
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USEFUL CONTACTS

NAME: MR REECE SUTTON PHILLIPS

VALOR CoMBAT TELEPHONE: 07794 577797

SAFEGUARDING LEAD EMAIL: REECEPHILLIPS@VALORCOMBATSYSTEMS.CO.UK
WEBSITE: WWW.VALORCOMBATSYSTEMS.CO.UK

NAME: MR STEVEN MASCARENHAS
VALOR CoMBAT SYSTEMS DEPUTY TELEPHONE: 07421 883960
SAFEGUARDING LEAD EMAIL: INFO@VALORCOMBATSYSTEMS.CO.UK

WEBSITE: WWW.VALORCOMBATSYSTEMS.CO.UK

CHILDLINE - LINE FOR CHILDREN TO

TELEPHONE: 0800 11 11
TALK ABOUT ANYTHING. NO PROBLEM IS

WEBSITE! WWW.CHILDLINE.ORG.UK
TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL.

NSPCC O HELP FOR ADULTS TELEPHONE: 0808 800 5000

CONCERNED ABOUT A CHILD. WEBSITE: WWW.NSPCC.ORG.UK

SuPPORT LINE = SuUPPORT FOR
CHILDREN, YOUNG ADULTS AND ADULTS

TeELEPHONE: 01708 765200
INCLUDING THOSE AFFECTED BY

WEBSITE: WWW.SUPPORTLINE.ORG.UK
SEXUAL, EMOTIONAL AND PHYSICAL

ABUSE.

TELEPHONE: 0345 678 9040 (SELECT OPTION
WEBSITE:

EMERGENCY SOCIAL WORK TEAM
HTTPS!/WWW.SHROPSHIRE.GOV.UK/EMERGENCY-

SOCIAL-WORK-TEAM/

TELEPHONE: 0345 678 9021

LEAD AUTHORITY DESIGNATED OFFICER EMAI LADEI@SHRDF’EHIRE.GEIV.UK

(LADO) - ELLIE JONES WEBSITE: WWW.SHROPSHIRE.GOV.UK/CHILDRENS-
SOCIAL-CARE-AND-HEALTH/NOTIFYING-US-ABOUT-A-

LOOKED-AFTER-CHILD/

NAME: WEST MERCIA POLICE
POLICE CONTACT TELEPHONE: 111 OR IN AN EMERGENCY 999

EMAIL: VIA WWW.POLICE.UK/CONTACT-US
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